JP-A-H4-63744 discloses a multiplex transmission device 
used for exchanging messages among a plurality of units in a 
vehicle. If a load drive command signal is generated in one of 
the units when the power switch of the unit is off, a monitoring 
means in the unit detects the signal and, in response to this, 
activates a power supply means and a bias means. Accordingly 
power is supplied to the main control section of the unit, and 
the main control section executes a predetermined process based 
on the load drive command signal . Further the bias means applies 
a bias on the transmission line. The applied bias is detected 
by monitoring means of the other units and, in response to this, 
power supply means of the other units are activated. As a result, 
the main control sections of all the units become operable, that 
is, multiplex transmission among the units can be perfomed 
through transmission line. Each of the unit deactivates its own 
bias means when the execution of the process is completed. 
Therefore the bias applied on the transmission line is removed 
when the all the units complete the execution of the processes. 
The removal of the bias is detected by all the units and, in 
response to this, the power supply means of all the units are 
deactivated. 
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